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th THE CLAIMS i_ 



X -^T^ — o £ aetectxn. lox 

.l.nical -X auction o £ aestructi.e 3 oxnt axseases. 

2 ( «4 - m e th o d accorain. to Clax. U wherein 
collate 3 is U for Ptosis of the pro g res S xon of 
rheumatoid arthritisV (RA) . 

3. .hlethoa ac— to Clai* 1 or , wherein 

the 3 -» V- 1 - 13 deter, " ined qUaUtatlV 

quantitatively. 

4 . (Amen aea, Th e J** g to Clai. X or , wherein 

, antiq jVL K aB a pro-enzyme ana also xn an 
the colla g enase 3 antx g ^ 
activatea from, is detain* qyfelxtatxv 

5 . (Amen aea, ,he methoaVccorain. to Clai. X or wherein 
th e catalytic acti.it, o £ \he activatea collate 
detected. 

6 . (Am enaea, Th e methoa accU, to Claim X or w^rein 
„ antitative relationships between colla.enase 3 a„a xts 
the o^antxtatxve A fey determlnat xon 

specific or unspecifxc ^ in compleX es 

o£ free collagenase 3 protexn ana o^the 
with inhibitors ana comparea. 
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7 (Ara eV> - method according to Claim i or wherein 
the detectionVs done 

or preP aratrons W replaC ement, inter 

ob tained in ' < 3 biopsies are used as 

alia operative interventions, and also 

t_issue . 

\ . * rt f Claim 7, wherein synovial fluid 

9 . (Amended) The\ method of Claim 

or blood are used as bVdy fluids. 

V >, „ of Claim 1, wherein collagenase 3 

10 . (Amended , Th; w - - - d predisposition 

is used for the detectidn of an in 
for rheumatoid arthritis W) . 



11 . (Amended) The 
relevance of the meaninb 
wherein not only collage^U 



of the increase of the clinical 
1S according to Claim 1 or 2 , 
but also further markers such as 
wherein not only — TJ' prog ression of RA 

HI, antigens for the detek^n of ^ ^ 

or markers such as cert^ Wtterns of 9 
d etectron of an increased genkc P redis P osrtron 

1 2 . .mended) T he method adding to daim 1 or wherein 



n 
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not only collapse 3, but also MT1 -MMP and/or gelatlnase A act 
as prognostic J&r. by detection of their ^A or protein 
"expression, th^ount and localization or their catalytic 
activity in tissues or body fluids. 




